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exhibiting the highest and most chivalrous traits of the
soldier.

" General Davis handled his division with artistic skill,
more especially at the moment we encountered the enemy's
rear guard near Graysville, at nightfall. I must award
to this division the credit of the best order during our
marches through East Tennessee, when long marches
and the necessity of foraging to the right and left gave
some reasons for disordered ranks.

"I must say that it is but justice that colonels of
regiments who have so long and .so well commanded
brigades, as in the following cases, should be com-
missioned to the grade which they have filled with so much
usefulness and credit to the public service, namely, Col-
onels J. R. Cockerell, Seventieth Ohio Volunteers; J. M.
Loomis, Twenty-sixth Illinois ; C. E. Wolcott, Forty-sixth
Ohio; J. A. Williamson, Fourth, Iowa; G. B. Raum, Fif-
- ty-sixth Illinois ; J. J. Alexander, Fifty-ninth Indiana."

Early in January Sherman returned to Memphis, to, at-
tend to the administration of affairs in that region. Both
civil and military matters were presented to him for dis-
posal. His attitude toward the South was here expressed by
him in a letter to one of his subordinate officers, as fol-
lows:

" The Southern people entered into a clear compact of
government, but still maintained a species of separate in-
terests, history, and prejudices. These latter became
stronger and stronger, till they have led to a war which
has developed fruits of the bitterest kind.

"We of the North are,beyond all question, right in our
lawful cause, but we are not bound to ignore the fact that the
people of the South have prejudices, which form a part oi
their nature, and which they cannot throw off without anfound a polished and Christian gentleman,nother army would have quailed, To give theneighborhood.called', as loud as he could, 'Calibre 54,' Sherman
